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Una Huna? What is This?  
About the Book
Ukpik loves living in her camp in the North with her family. When a captain from the south arrives 
to trade with Ukpik’s father, Ukpik is excited to learn how to use the forks, knives, and spoons he 
brings with him. At first, Ukpik enjoys teaching the other children how to use these new tools. But 
soon, she starts to wonder if they’ll need to use the new tools all the time, and if that means that 
everything in camp will change. After a conversation with her grandmother, Ukpik realizes that even 
though she will learn many new things, her love for her family and camp will never change.

About the Author
Susan Aglukark is Canada’s first Inuk artist to win a Juno. She has also won a Governor 
General’s Performing Arts Award for lifetime artistic achievement and she is an officer of the 
Order of Canada. Susan holds several honorary doctorate degrees and has held command 
performances. During a career that has spanned more than twenty-five years, Susan’s journey 
as a singer-songwriter has led her to reflect on who she is, where she comes from, and 
the importance of the discovery of history, culture, and self. This time of reflection, writing, 
and songwriting has Susan coming back to one area of profound knowing: Inuit are an 
extraordinary people deeply grounded in a culture forged by their ancestors. Her children’s 
book, Una Huna?: What Is This?, and her upcoming album are inspired by these reflections 
and cultural connections. Visit susanaglukark.com for more information. 

About the IllustratorS
Amiel Sandland is an illustrator living in the Toronto area. He studied illustration at Seneca 
College, eventually specializing in comic arts and character design. When not drawing, he can 
be found studying, designing characters, creating costumes and replica props, or burying his 
nose in a comic. 

Danny Christopher is an illustrator who has travelled throughout  
the Canadian Arctic as an instructor for Nunavut Arctic College.  
He is the illustrator of The Legend of the Fog, A Children’s Guide to  
Arctic Birds, and Animals Illustrated: Polar Bear. His work on The  
Legend of the Fog was nominated for the Amelia Frances Howard- 
Gibbon Illustrator’s Award. He lives in Toronto with his wife,  
four children, and a little bulldog.

Note to Educators
This educator’s resource is written for Kindergarten to  
Grade 3 students. 

     

2



inhabitmedia.com

Pre-Reading Discussion Questions 
and Activities 
Before introducing the book to the class, start by holding up a spoon and a fork. 

•	 Ask the students what you are holding. 
•	 Ask the students what they are used for.
•	 Next, have the students think about what the world would be like if they had no cut-

lery. What challenges would that present?
•	 Have them try to imagine seeing a spoon and fork for the first time. Ask what they 

might guess they are used for. Record their answers on the board or chart paper.

  
Introduce the book to the students. Hold the book up and read the title, Una Huna?: What Is 
This? View the illustrations on the front cover and use the following prompts to begin a class 
discussion.

•	 Who do you see on the front cover? 
•	 What are they doing?
•	 Where do you think they are? What clues led you to this conclusion?

 
Continue the discussion. Choose a few illustrations from the book and use the following 
suggested questions to engage students in predictive thinking.

•	 Who are the characters in the story?
•	 What do you think the characters are like in the story? How do you know?
•	 Where does the story take place? Why do you think this might be important?
•	 What do you think the characters might learn throughout the story?
•	 Why do you think this book is called Una Huna?: What Is This? 

 

Vocabulary 
Tell the students that as they read this book, they will encounter 
some new Inuktitut words. Explain that Inuktitut is the 
traditional Inuit language. If you are in the south, you may 
want to do a short lesson on where Inuit live and traditional 
Inuit culture. Before you read the book, go through each 
word in the glossary. Have the students repeat the words 
after you. Ask if anyone is familiar with any of the terms. 

•	 Have the students practise reading the words 
and their meaning with a partner. 

•	 As you read the story, the first few times 
you encounter a word, ask for a vol-
unteer to remind the class what that 
word means.
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During and Post-Reading 
Discussion Questions 
The following questions and discussion points can be used during and after reading Una 
Huna?: What Is This? Provide students with the chance to voice their own opinions, share 
their experiences, ask questions, or point out anything else they may notice about the book.

•	 Why has Ukpik been waking up early and sneaking outside? 
•	 What are some of the names Ukpik thought of for her new puppy? Can you remem-

ber what she eventually calls him? What does the name mean? 
•	 What does Ukpik see while she is out with her puppy? 
•	 Who is on the ship and why are they coming to the camp?
•	 What does Ukpik’s ataata want to trade for? 
•	 Ukpik is curious about the new utensils. How does she decide what each one is for? 
 o What does she compare the knife to? 
 o What does she compare the fork to?
 o What does she compare the spoon to? 
•	  After Ukpik teaches the children how to use the wooden utensils, one of the children, 

Qopak, shares that he doesn’t like them very much. Why do you think he might feel 
this way? 
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•	 Ukpik’s anaanatsiaq shares the following with her: “I grew up thinking that my world 
would always be like this. . . . But when the captain first arrived, I saw for the first time 
that all of this is a gift, and slowly we are sharing it with the captain’s people. And in 
turn, slowly his people are sharing their ways with us.” Imagine you are Ukpik, discov-
ering for the first time that there is another world out there with people who do things 
differently than you. 

 o How would you feel? 
 o What questions would you ask the captain? 
 o Would you want to learn more or keep things the same? 
 (Students may choose to share their answers in a diary response.)
•	 What was your favourite part of the story and why? 
•	 What did you learn from reading this story?

Follow-Up Activities
A Day in the Life of Ukpik
For this activity, the students will retell the story from the perspective of Ukpik. As a class, 
brainstorm the main events from the story and write them on the board or chart paper. These 
could include, for example:

•	 Ukpik wakes up early to play with her new puppy and sees a ship in the distance. She 
tells her ataata, who wakes everyone up.

•	 The camp prepares for their visitors, while Ukpik eats breakfast.
•	 Her ataata makes a trade with the captain for utensils.
•	 Ukpik discovers what they are for and teaches the other children in the camp how to 

use them.
•	 Ukpik has a conversation with her anaanatsiaq about the captain and the other world 

they are sharing and learning about.
•	 Ukpik names her puppy. 

 
Next, have the students draw a picture to represent each event. Under each picture, have 
the students write a few sentences about the picture, pretending they are Ukpik. Do a few 
examples with the students. For example: 

“Today I woke up early to play with my new puppy. I was trying to think of new 
names for him. It is so much fun thinking of new names. I looked up and I saw 
a big ship in the distance so I called my ataata.”

Note: This activity can be modified for younger students by having them just draw the pictures.

Letter to the Author or Illustrator
For this activity, have the students write a letter to the author, Susan Aglugark, or one of the 
illustrators, Amiel Sandland or Danny Christopher. You may choose to read the Contributors 
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section out loud to the students or have them read it individually. Have the students choose 
who they would like to write their letter to and use the following guide to plan their letter. 

•	 The proper letter format: Begin with, “Dear    ” and end with, “Sincerely   
 .”

•	 Share your favourite part of the book or your favourite illustrations and why. 
•	 Share what you found interesting or something you learned. 
•	 Tell who your favourite character was and why.
•	 Ask three or four questions. Try to think of one or two questions about the book and 

one or two questions about them.

 
When the students have completed the steps above have them write a rough draft of 
their letter. Have the students hand in their rough drafts for teacher edits. When you have 
finished, ask the students to write a good copy on lined paper or on the computer. Send the 
letters to the publisher when they are complete. 

What is This?
•	 In the story, Una Huna?: What Is This? Ukpik is very excited to teach the other children 

how to use the new eating utensils. For this activity, have the students draw a picture 
and write a short explanation of the steps Ukpik uses to teach about each utensil. 

 o For example, have the students draw a picture of a knife and in their own words 
explain what Ukpik compares it to, so the children understand what it is for. Have 
the students do this for all three utensils.

•	 When they are finished, have the students imagine they are bringing new objects to 
a group of people who have never seen them before. Brainstorm a list of objects and 
record their answers on the board or chart paper. 

 o Next, have the students choose one of the objects and draw pictures with short 
written explanations, describing the steps needed to teach someone how to use it. 

•	 If there is time, you could split the class into small groups and have the students 
teach their classmates how to use their chosen object.
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