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Animals Illustrated: Arctic Wolf
About the Book
Animals Illustrated mixes fun-filled animal facts suitable for the youngest of readers with 
intricately detailed illustrations to create a unique and beautiful collection of children’s non-
fiction books about Arctic animals. Each volume contains first-hand accounts from authors who 
live in the Arctic, along with interesting facts on the behaviours and biology of each animal.

In this book, kids will learn how Arctic wolves raise their babies, where they live, what they eat, 
and other interesting information, like why their fur is white!

About the Author
William Flaherty is a conservation officer and an avid hunter who regularly volunteers with 
Iqaluit Search and Rescue. He is the author of Animals Illustrated: Arctic Wolf. He lives in 
Iqaluit, Nunavut.

About the Illustrator
Sean Bigham is a freelance illustrator and concept artist based out of Montreal, Quebec. 
He has done work for a range of clients from various industries, including video games and 
children’s educational books. Sean attended the Alberta College of Art and Design, where he 
received a bachelor of design.

Pre-Reading Discussion Questions
•	 If students are reading the book independently, have them keep a list of words as they 

read that are unfamiliar or not understood in context. Encourage students to figure out 
the meanings of unknown words from the text and pictures.

•	 If reading the book together as a class, have students point out unfamiliar words. Give 
a brief definition and keep a list of these words for later review. Some possible exam-
ples: prey, predator, carnivore, communicate, mythology.

•	 Open the book and show the class the table of contents. Does everyone understand 
how it works? How do they think it might be useful? How does the table of contents 
give clues to what the book is about? Would students rather start at the beginning and 
read the book straight through, or go directly to the chapters that sound more interest-
ing to them?

During and Post-Reading Discussion Questions
The following questions and discussion points can be used during and after reading Animals 
Illustrated: Arctic Wolf. Provide students with the chance to voice their own opinions, share 
their experiences, ask questions, or point out anything else they may notice about the book. 
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•	 Share the wolf facts that you thought were the most interesting. Why are they inter-
esting? What did you learn that was new information? What did you already know 
about Arctic wolves?

•	 What are two or three characteristics of the Arctic wolf that would enable someone to 
identify them?

•	 In what countries will you find Arctic wolves? If you don’t live in one of those coun-
tries, name some ways you could see an Arctic wolf.

•	 What colour is the fur of an Arctic wolf? Why is that colour useful to them? Can you 
define what camouflage is? Can you name some other animals whose appearance 
helps them hide or hunt? How would camouflage be an advantage in your own life?

•	 Can you name some ways that an Arctic wolf is different from other types of 
wolves? In addition to their fur colour, what are some other ways that their bodies 
are suited to the Arctic cold?

•	 What is a group of Arctic wolves called? How many wolves can live in the group? 
What are their babies called? Where do the babies live? How is this different from 
the way human babies and families live? Humans live together in towns and cities. 
Where do groups of Arctic wolves live?

•	 What do Arctic wolves eat? Does everyone know what a carnivore is? How do the 
wolves find their food? What do you know about some of the other animals in their 
diet? Have you eaten any of the animals in their diet? How long can Arctic wolves go 
without food? How long can you go without food?

•	 How much do Arctic wolves weigh? How much do you weigh? How would you feel if 
you met a wolf in the wild, knowing this information? Could you outrun an Arctic wolf?

•	 Do you think the book’s illustrator did a good job of showing the world of the Arctic 
wolf? Would you rather have seen photographs of the wolves, instead of drawings? 
Do his drawings make the animals look real? How would the book have been differ-
ent if a different style of illustration was used?
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•	 What are some of the ways that Arctic wolves communicate with each other? What 
are they trying to tell each other?

•	 Talk about the mythology of wolves turning into humans. Do you know some stories 
featuring human wolves? Are they all scary stories?

•	 One fact from the book says, “Although wolves are dangerous, Inuit have seen people 
feeding Arctic wolves right out of their hands.” Do you think this is a good idea? 
Would you like to pet an Arctic wolf?

Extension Activities
Have students complete one or more of these activities.

Language Arts
Take your list of unknown words, consult a dictionary for meaning, and use each word in a 
sentence.

Write an original story about someone who can turn into a wolf. Make sure your narrative 
has a beginning, middle, and end.
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Art
Using facts from the book, create a deck of flash cards about Arctic wolves decorated with 
your own drawings.

Design a poster or diorama of an Arctic wolf in its habitat.

Science
Choose a fact from the book or an animal that is part of Arctic wolves’ diet, and research it in 
more detail. Write a report.

The Arctic wolf can eat up to 20 pounds of food. Put together 20 pounds of something 
you like to eat and show it to the class (or show a photo to the class). Could you eat all 20 
pounds at once?

Using the wolf skeleton in the book as an example, find or draw a skeleton of another animal 
and label the parts.

Do research to find out how far wolves can run before they get tired. Find two other animals 
that can run long distances and write a report comparing all three.
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