
Animals Illustrated mixes fun-filled animal facts suitable for the 
youngest of readers with intricately detailed illustrations to 
create a unique and beautiful collection of children’s non-fiction 
books on Arctic animals. Each volume contains first-hand 
accounts from authors who live in the Arctic, along with 
interesting facts on the behaviours and biology of each animal.

In this book, kids will learn how muskoxen raise their babies, 
what they eat, how they protect themselves from predators, and 
other interesting information, like the many fascinating 
adaptations they exhibit that allow them to live in colder 
habitats than most other animals! 

www.inhabitmedia.com

$15.95

Muskox
Muskox

N
iptanatiak • M

cLeod

5 1 5 9 5

9 781772 271225

ISBN 978-1-77227-122-5

M
uskox

EDUCATOR ’S

RESOURCE



 

2inhabitmedia.com

Animals Illustrated: Muskox
About the Book
Animals Illustrated mixes fun-filled animal facts suitable for the youngest of readers with 
intricately detailed illustrations to create a unique and beautiful collection of children’s 
non-fiction books about Arctic animals. Each volume contains first-hand accounts from 
authors who live in the Arctic, along with interesting facts on the behaviours and biology 
of each animal.

Kids will learn how muskoxen raise their babies, what they eat and how they forage, 
where they can be found, and other interesting information, like the many fascinating 
adaptations they exhibit that allow them to live in colder habitats than most other 
animals!

About the Author
Allen Niptanatiak is a hunter and trapper from Kugluktuk, Nunavut.

About the Illustrator
Kagan McLeod has been illustrating for magazines, newspapers, and design firms since 
1999, after graduating from Sheridan College’s illustration program. He began work as a 
staff artist for the National Post newspaper, and has had illustration work published recently 
in Entertainment Weekly, Reader’s Digest, The Walrus, The Wall Street Journal, Toronto Life, 
The Boston Globe, and Popular Mechanics. His first graphic novel, Infinite Kung-Fu, was 
published in 2012. He lives in Toronto with his wife, two daughters, and a hound dog.

Pre-Reading Discussion Questions
•	 If students are reading the book independently, have them keep a list of words as they 

read that are unfamiliar or not understood in context. Encourage students to figure out 
the meanings of unknown words from the text and pictures.

•	 If reading the book together as a class, have students point out unfamiliar words. Give 
a brief definition and keep a list of these words for later review. Some possible exam-
ples: tundra, humerus, herbivore, tibia.

During and Post-Reading Discussion Questions 
The following questions and discussion points can be used during and after reading Animals 
Illustrated: Muskox. Provide students with the chance to voice their own opinions, share their 
experiences, ask questions, or point out anything else they may notice about the book. 
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•	 Did you look at the table of contents when you started reading the book? Talk about 
what a table of contents is. What did you expect from the book after reading the table 
of contents? Did you “jump ahead” to read a specific chapter or did you just read the 
book straight through?

•	 What is the most interesting fact you learned from reading this book? Why was it 
interesting? Did this book make you want to learn more about muskoxen or other 
Arctic animals?

•	 What are male muskoxen called? Females? What is a group of muskoxen called? How 
many live together in a herd? How is the leader of the herd chosen?

•	 In what parts of the tundra do muskoxen live? Since they don’t leave the Arctic in the 
winter, how do they keep warm? How could their system of “undercoat” and “guard 
hairs” be copied and adapted to keep you warm?

•	 Why do humans hunt muskoxen? Name three ways that the muskox body is 
useful to humans. Have you ever slept under a muskox skin? Have you ever eaten 
muskox stew? Did you like it?

•	 Name two animals that are similar to muskoxen. Have you seen a buffalo or a bison? 
Have you seen a muskox, or a herd of muskoxen? Have you ever heard them roar, or 
heard the noise they make when they butt heads? Can you name some reasons to be 
afraid of them?
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•	 Which muskox has larger horns, male or female? Are they the same colour? Name 
some ways that their horns are useful to them.

•	 What do muskoxen use their hooves for? Can you name some other animals with 
hooves? In addition to helping them find food, can you imagine a way that muskoxen 
could use their hooves to protect themselves?

•	 In what season do muskoxen have their babies? What are the babies called? How 
soon can they walk?

•	 Can you name the two main predators of muskoxen? Describe the unique way that 
a muskoxen herd defends itself against predators. Why do they put the calves inside 
the circle of horns? 

•	 Define what the word “herbivore” means. Did it surprise you to learn that these large 
animals only eat plants? Can you name some of the plants they eat? How far will they 
travel for food?
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Extension Activities
Have students complete one or more of these activities.

Language Arts
Imagine you are a magazine writer with this assignment: “A Day in the Life of a Muskox.” 
Write the story!

Look again at the “Defense” chapter in the book, with the pictures of the muskoxen circling 
their young against the wolves. Write a narrative telling this story: the approach of the 
predators, the protective circle, and whatever happens next.

Art
On the cover of the book, the artist shows one of the muskoxen looking directly at you. Make a 
funny cartoon out of this picture. What might the two muskoxen be saying to each other about us?

The muskoxen diet is made up of tundra grasses, Arctic willows, and leaves. Draw a scene 
showing all three of these plants. For extra fun, depict a muskoxen herd at mealtime.

Draw a picture of a muskox and turn it into a diagram by labelling the different parts of the body.

Science
Muskoxen will travel up to a hundred miles to find food. Do some research and make a poster 
or chart showing at least six animals, including the muskox, and what distance each will travel 
in search of food.

Using the muskox skeleton in the book as an example, find or draw a skeleton of a bison and a 
buffalo, and label the parts.

Research and write a report about baby buffalo and baby muskoxen—how are they alike? How 
are they different?
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