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Animals Illustrated mixes fun-filled animal facts suitable for the 
youngest of readers with intricately detailed illustrations to 
create a unique and beautiful collection of children’s non-fiction 
books on Arctic animals. Each volume contains first-hand 
accounts from authors who live in the Arctic, along with 
interesting facts on the behaviours and biology of each animal.

In Narwhal, kids will learn about how narwhals raise their 
young, what they eat, and where they can be found, along with 
other interesting information, like the fact that what people 
often call the narwhal’s horn is really a very large tooth! 
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Animals Illustrated: Narwhal
About the Book
Animals Illustrated mixes fun-filled animal facts suitable for the youngest of readers with 
intricately detailed illustrations to create a unique and beautiful collection of children’s non-
fiction books about Arctic animals. Each volume contains first-hand accounts from authors who 
live in the Arctic, along with interesting facts on the behaviours and biology of each animal.

In this book, kids will learn about how narwhals raise their young in the cold Arctic Ocean, what 
they eat, and where they can be found, along with other interesting information, like the fact that 
a narwhal’s long tusk is actually a tooth!

About the Author
Solomon Awa was born in a sod house near Igloolik, Nunavut, and from a young age he was 
curious about everything around him. He loves to visit schools and tell the stories that he 
learned from his father. Solomon teaches traditional knowledge at Nunavut Arctic College and 
works for the Qikiqtani Inuit Association. 
 

About the Illustrator
Hwei Lim studied engineering, worked in IT and business consulting, and now draws comics 
and other stories. Recent published works include art for The Spirit of the Sea, Spera: Volume 1, 
and the Boris & Lalage story series. Hwei lives in Malaysia.

Pre-Reading Discussion Questions
•	 If students are reading the book independently, have them keep a list of action words 

as they read that are unfamiliar or not understood in context. Encourage students to 
figure out the meanings of unknown words from the text and pictures.

•	 If reading the book together as a class, have students point out the action words. Keep 
a list of these words for later review. Some possible examples: breathe, travel, move, 
sense, dive.

•	 Open the book and show the class the table of contents. Does everyone understand 
how it works? How do they think it might be useful? How does the table of contents 
give clues to what the book is about? Would students rather start at the beginning and 
read the book straight through, or go directly to the chapters that sound more interest-
ing to them?

•	 Ask for a show of hands: How many students know what a narwhal is? Has anyone ever 
seen one?
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During and Post-Reading Discussion Questions 
The following questions and discussion points can be used during and after reading Animals 
Illustrated: Narwhal. Provide students with the chance to voice their own opinions, share 
their experiences, ask questions, or point out anything else they may notice about the book. 

•	 Raise your hand if you knew that narwhals are a type of whale. What makes narwhals 
look different from other whales? In what other ways are narwhals different from oth-
er whales? Can you name some other types of whales? Have you seen a whale?

•	 How do narwhals breathe? What colour are they? What is a group of narwhals called? 
How many can you find travelling together? 

•	 What do narwhals eat? Can people eat any of the food that narwhals eat? Would you 
want to eat any of their food? Do you know if people eat narwhals or not? Would you 
like to know how they taste?

•	 Where in the Arctic can you find large numbers of narwhals? Would you like to visit 
that place? Can you name some other animals that can be found in the Arctic?

•	 How long can a narwhal’s tusk grow? Do they ever have more than one? The book 
says, “People are still studying the narwhal to find out all the things its tusk can do!” 
Can you suggest some things the tusk could do? If you had a tooth that was nine feet 
long, what would you do with it?

•	 A narwhal’s tusk is very similar to the horn of the unicorn, a mythical creature. Have 
you heard or read any stories about unicorns? About narwhals? Do the stories have 
anything in common?

3



inhabitmedia.com

•	 What is a narwhal baby called? What colour are they when they’re born? How long do 
they stay with their mothers?

•	 Can you name the two predators that hunt narwhals for food? Can you suggest some 
ways narwhals could avoid being eaten?

•	 How do narwhals get air to breathe when they are living under the ice? How deep can 
they dive? How long does a deep dive last? How long can you hold your breath? How 
deep can you dive?

•	 The book tells us, “The bones of the narwhal’s pectoral fins look a lot like the bones 
of a hand.” Can you understand that from the skeleton picture? Can you think of any 
other ways narwhals and humans are alike? Can you think of some ways they are 
different?

Extension Activities
Have students complete one or more of these activities.

Language Arts
Take your list of action words and use each one in an original sentence about narwhals.

Write an original story about one of these events:
•	 A baby narwhal is born with two tusks. How is it treated by the others in the pod 

because of this difference?
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•	 A narwhal takes a deep dive to look for food. What else does it see when it is under-
water?

•	 Imagine a scene where a pod of narwhals is trying to escape from an orca.

Art
Make a poster using the letters that spell out “narwhal.” Next to each letter draw something 
that begins with that letter and relates to the world of the narwhal. Display in the classroom!

Draw a chart or poster displaying and comparing five different types of whales, including the 
narwhal.

Science
Research and write a report on one of the following:

•	 How are narwhals vulnerable to climate change?
•	 What are some of the primary characteristics of mammals?
•	 Narwhal groups are called “pods.” Write a report about the group names of four 

other Arctic animals.
•	 Discover some facts about narwhals that were not in the book and share those in 

your report.

5


