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Arctic Giants
About the Book
In ancient times, giants ruled the Arctic. For hundreds of years, Inuit stories of these creatures 
have been carried down from generation to generation, whispered in the night. Arctic Giants is 
the only full-length volume to chronicle the legends of these giants of the North. Based on Inuit 
oral tradition and extensive, meticulous research, Arctic Giants unsparingly tells each legend. 
Written in the vein of the Brothers Grimm and illustrated in an evocative, gothic style, this book 
is bound to become part of Canada’s fairy tale canon.

About the Author
Neil Christopher is an educator, author, and filmmaker. He first moved to the North many 
years ago to help start a high school program in Resolute Bay, Nunavut. It was those students 
who first introduced Neil to the mythical inhabitants from Inuit traditional stories. The time 
spent in Resolute Bay changed the course of Neil’s life. Since that first experience in the 
Arctic, Nunavut has been the only place he has been able to call home. Neil has worked with 
many community members to record and preserve traditional Inuit stories. Together with his 
colleague, Louise Flaherty, and his brother, Danny Christopher, Neil started a small publishing 
company in Nunavut called Inhabit Media Inc., and has since been working to promote 
Northern stories and authors.

About the Illustrator
Eva Widermann is a graduate of the graphic and design program at the Academy of Fine Arts 
in Munich, Germany. She worked as a graphic designer for many years before she decided to 
pursue her long-term dream of becoming a freelance illustrator and concept artist. Her art is 
deeply influenced by an unusual combination of Franco-Belgian comics, manga, and anime. 

Note to Educators
This guide is geared toward students in Grades 10 to 12, and contains pre-reading activities, 
discussion questions, and learning activities focused on the book Arctic Giants. The activities 
may be modified to suit the learning needs of your students. Students will participate in reading, 
writing, comprehension, and reflection activities to analyze and respond to the book. The 
activities encourage text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-world connections. It is recommended 
that the activities in this guide are completed over several class periods. This guide is intended 
for use with a class set of Arctic Giants. 
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ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᐸᓱᒡᔪᐃᑦ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ

ᐃ ᓄᐃᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖅᑐᐊᖕᒋᑦ ᐊᓂᕐᓂᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥᒃ 
ᐃᓗᓕᖃᐅᖅᐳᑦ----ᐅᐸᒐᒃᓴᐃᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐱᖁᑏᑦ 

ᐊᓂᕐᓂᖏᑦ. ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖏᑦ ᑕᐅᑐᒃᖢᒋᑦ, ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᐊᓂᕐᓃᑦ 
ᑕᐃᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓄᐊ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ “ᐃᓗᒻᒥᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ.”  
ᑕᐃᒃᑯᐊ ᐃᓄᐊ ᐊᓂᕐᓂᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᓚᐅᙱᑦᑐᑦ, ᑖᒃᑯᐊᓕ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓄᙳᕈᓐᓇᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐃᓄᒃᐸᓱᒡᔪᙳᕈᓐᓇᖅᖢᑎᒃ. 
 ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑑᑉ ᐊᑭᓐᓇᖓᓂ ᐅᓂᒃᑲᖅᑐᐊᖅᑕᖃᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐃᓄᒃᐸᓱᒡᔫᑉ ᐃᓄᐊᓂᒃ. ᑖᓐᓇ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᓕᐊᓗᒃ ᓯᑯᒥ 
ᒪᓃᓚᓂᒃ ᐊᓂᕐᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. ᐊᐃᑦᑖᖑᒐᓗᐊᖅ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓄᖓ 
ᐃᒻᒪᑲᓪᓛᓗᒃ ᐃᓅᓚᐅᖅᑐᓄᑦ, ᐃᓄᐊ ᐃᓄᒃᐸᓱᒡᔫᓪᓗᓂ 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ ᐃᓖᔭᖃᔭᓗᐊᒧᑦ ᓄᑕᖅᑲᓂᒃ ᑐᓵᙱᓴᔭᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒃᐸᓚᑦᑎᔪᓂᒡᓗ ᖀᒥᒍᓱᑦᑎᐊᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᑦ.

ᖁᖕᓂᕐᔪᐊᖅ
ᖁᖕᓂᐅᑉ ᐃᓄᐊ

Pre-Reading Discussion Questions
•	 Arctic Giants contains words in Inuktitut. If you are not familiar with Inuktitut, there is a 

pronunciation guide for all Inuktitut terms used in the book on pages 14–15. Ensure that 
students are aware of the pronunciation guide so that they may refer to it while reading.

•	 Tell students that they will read the introduction on pages 17–19 of Arctic Giants. Explain to 
students that the introduction is where the author writes a short passage at the beginning 
of a book. Tell students that the introduction usually explains background information to 
help the reader better understand the book. Explain that the introduction of Arctic Giants 
provides the reader with information about Inuit beings and stories from times past.

 Provide students with time to read the 
introduction, or you may choose to read 
it to the class out loud. After reading, 
facilitate a discussion with students 
about the introduction. Consider the 
following discussion prompts:
	o According to the author, how 

were wildlife such as caribou, 
walruses, seals, whales, nar-
whals, char, and sea birds creat-
ed?  
(They are a product of old magic.)

	o Who are the Uumajurngautaviniit? 
What is unique about the Uumajurn-
gautaviniit?  
(They are the first beings. They are 
almost immortal.)

	o What has happened to the tuurngait 
during the modern era?  
(They are in hiding, waiting for a 
chance to return.)

	o Why do you think it’s important 
to continue sharing legends and 
stories from the past?  
(Answers will vary.)

•	 Tell your students that the Arctic giants 
are important figures from Inuit traditional 
stories. Explain to students that before they be-
gin to read Arctic Giants, they will explore what they 
already know and what they would like to know about the 
different Arctic giants. On a piece of chart paper, create a KWL 
chart similar to the one below: 

What I Know What I Want to Know What I Learned
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ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᐸᓱᒡᔪᐃᑦ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ

 Ask your students to share what they know and what they want to know about Arc-
tic giants and record their responses in the appropriate columns. Consider using 
the following prompts to further the discussion:
	o Are you familiar with any stories of Arctic giants? What stories are you familiar 

with? 
	o If you are not familiar with any Arctic giants, what would you like to learn about 

them? What do you already know from looking at the cover of the book?
 Tell students to share anything they can think of, even if they’re not sure if it’s 

correct. Encourage students with additional prompts as needed. After the class has 
read Arctic Giants, revisit the KWL chart and ask students to share their responses 
for the “What I Learned” column. 

During and Post-Reading  
Discussion Questions 
The following questions and discussion points can be used during and after reading 
Arctic Giants. Provide students with the chance to voice their own opinions, share their 
experiences, ask questions, or point out anything else they may notice about the book.
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Inugaruligasugjuit:  
The Lesser Giants of the Arctic

•	 What region did Awapazugrook live near? Where is this region located? You may need 
a globe or an atlas to help find the answer.  
(He lives near the Bering Strait. It is located between Russia and Alaska.)

•	 What actions did Inuit take that ultimately led to Awapazugrook’s demise?  
(They shared stories about Awapazugrook and became wary and careful of when and 
how they travelled.)

•	 How did Suungujuq respond when Alasuq won the kayak race? How do you think 
Suungujuq felt about losing?  
(The loss briefly silenced Suungujuq’s boasting. He probably felt embarrassed, humil-
iated, upset, or angry.)

•	 Explain Narija’s connection to the creation of fog.  
(Narija would try to drink all the water in a river to easily cross it. His belly was not 
large enough to hold the water and would burst.)

•	 How did the Ijiqqan treat the Inuit they encountered?  
(They were indifferent toward Inuit; an Ijiqqan hunter might steal an Inuit hunter’s 
caribou.)

•	 Due to Sikuliarsiujuitsuk’s size and strength, what was he able to do, even with his 
feet tied together?  
(He was able to kill four men.)

•	 What was the little boy’s motive for trapping Sanngijurjuaq and ultimately killing him?  
(The little boy wanted revenge for his father’s murder.)

•	 According to stories of the Tuniit, they were the first people to create which feature of 
the Arctic landscape? What is the purpose of these creations?  
(The Tuniit were the first people to make inuksuit. Inuksuit help people navigate the 
Arctic landscape.)

•	 What is unique about the Aklajuk compared to other lesser giants?  
(The Aklajuk have the ability to shape-shift.)

•	 Given the size and strength of the Amautaliit, what is the only way for their victims to 
escape?  
(Through magic or trickery.)

•	 What lesson could children learn from hearing the legend of the Paijaat?  
(Do not judge someone based on their appearance, or be wary of strangers.)

•	 What is special about the Pinguup Inungit’s drum songs?  
(The songs are imbued with the land’s magic. The songs often start a person on their 
path of becoming a shaman.)

•	 What evidence from the legend of Qungnirjuaq suggests that he may have intention-
ally spared Amisunaq?  
(The legend holds that if Qungnirjuaq hears children acting insolently and cruelly, he 
will come for them to teach them respect. He may have taken the other children as 
punishment for being cruel to Amisunaq.)
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ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᐸᓱᒡᔪᐃᑦ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ

ᐃᓯᔾᔪᓕᖅᖢᓂ, “ᑐᖅᖢᓛᕌᓗᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑎᑦ ᐅᖃᕐᓗᑎᑦ ᑖᓐᓇ 
ᐃᓄᒃᐸᓱᒡᔪᐊᓗᒃ ᓴᖑᐃᖓᐅᖅᑐᕈᓗᖕᓂᒃ ᑭᒍᑎᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂᒃ 
ᑕᑯᒥᓇᙱᑦᑐᐊᓘᑉ ᖃᓂᕐᓗᐊᑕ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ.” 
 ᐃᕐᓂᑯᓗᒃ ᑐᑦᑖᓪᓚᓗᐊᕐᓂᑯᒧᑦ ᐊᑖᑕᕐᔪᐊᕌᓗᐊᑕ 
ᖃᓄᐃᖁᔭᖓᓂᒃ ᐊᐅᓚᓇᓂ ᐃᔨᒋᑐᐃᓐᓇᓕᖅᖢᓂᐅᒃ 
ᐅᒃᐱᕆᓕᕈᓐᓇᐃᓪᓕᒐᒥᐅᒃ. ᐊᒻᒪᐃᓛᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᐸᓱᒃᓱᒃ 
ᐃᓯᔾᔪᒃᑲᓐᓂᓯᕗᖅ, “ᓂᙵᒃᑎᒋᐊᕈᒃ ᐃᓄᒃᐸᓱᒡᔪᐊᓗᒃ. 
ᓂᐱᖅᑯᖅᑐᑦᑎᐊᕐᓗᑎᑦ ᑐᖅᖢᓚᓂᐊᖅᐳᑎᑦ ᑖᓐᓇ 
ᐃᓄᒃᐸᓱᒡᔪᐊᓗᒃ ᑕᑯᒥᓇᙱᑦᑐᐊᓘᓂᖓᓂᒃ ᑭᒍᑎᖏᓪᓗ 
ᓴᖑᐃᖓᐅᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ!” 
 ᓲᖃᐃᒻᒪᓕ ᐃᕐᓂᑯᓗᒃ ᓯᕘᕋᓇᖅᑐᐊᓗᖕᒥᒃ 
ᐊᖏᔪᐊᓗᖕᒥᒡᓗ ᓂᙵᒃᓴᐃᔭᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ ᐊᐃᓐᓈᕈᓱᒃᖢᓂ. 
ᑕᑯᒥᓇᙱᑦᑐᐊᓘᑉ ᐊᒡᒐᕐᔪᐊᕌᓗᖏᑦ ᑕᑯᖅᑲᐅᒐᒥᒋᑦ 
ᐅᔾᔨᕆᖅᑲᐅᓪᓗᓂᐅᒡᓗ ᐅᔭᒥᒃᓯᒪᓂᖓᓂᒃ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓂᕐᔪᑏᓪᓗ 
ᓂᐊᖁᕕᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐱᐅᓴᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂᑦ. ᓂᙵᒃᑎᑦᑕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖓ  
ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓇᓗᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ, ᐃᕐᓂᑯᓗᐊ ᐱᑦᑎᐊᕋᓱᒃᖢᓂ 
ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᓇᓱᓕᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᑖᑕᕐᔪᐊᕌᓗᖕᒥᓂᒃ ᐱᓱᖕᓂᕆᖅᑲᐅᔭᑎᒃ 
ᑲᔪᓯᔾᔪᑎᒋᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓗᓂᔾᔪᒃ ᑕᐃᓐᓇᓗ ᐊᖏᓗᐊᖅᑐᒻᒪᕆᐊᓘᖕᒪᑦ 
ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔪᓐᓃᕐᓗᓂᔾᔪᒃ. ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ ᐃᓄᒃᐸᓱᒃᓱᑉ 
ᐅᖃᐅᑏᓐᓇᖅᖢᓂᐅᒃ ᐃᕐᓂᑯᓗᓂ ᑐᖅᖢᓚᓂᐊᖁᓪᓗᓂᐅᒃ 
ᐊᑲᐅᒃᓴᔾᔮᖏᒻᒪᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᐸᓱᒡᔪᐊᓗᒃ ᓂᖅᖠᙳᑐᔪᐊᓗᒃ.    
 ᐃᕐᓂᑯᓗᒃ ᐊᑖᑕᒥᓂᒃ ᐊᑲᖅᓴᙱᑎᑦᑎᔪᒪᙱᓐᓇᒥ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᒡᒋᐊᓂ ᐃᓗᐊᖅᓯᑎᓚᐅᖅᖢᓂᐅᒃ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᑦᑎᐊᖅᖢᓂ ᑐᖅᖢᓚᖦᖤᓕᖅᐳᖅ ᐳᕙᙱᑕ 6

Inukpasugjuit:  
The Great Giants of the Arctic

•	 What did the large size of the Inukpasugjuit allow them to do?  
(Stride fjords and wade into the oceans.)

•	 What does the author suggest are reasons why Inukpasuksuk adopted a hunter as his 
son? What other reasons can you think of?  
(He may have felt lonely, or guilty for previously causing the death of a human.)

•	 Why do you think Inukpasuksuk decided to taunt Inuarulligasuksuk when the latter 
did not share his fish, instead of simply walking away?  
(Answers will vary.)

•	 What did the decision by Inukpasuksuk to abandon Narssuk ultimately lead to?  
(Narssuk turned into a powerful tuurngaq and eventually became the ruler of winter 
storms and wind.)

•	 What physical changes did Irnikuluk experience after living with his giant father for so 
many years?  
(He had grown very large and his aging had slowed.)

•	 Explain why Inukpasarjuk was an efficient hunter of whales.  
(She would stay motionless and appear as part of the landscape while hunting. She 
could move with great speed and catch whales with her hands.)

•	 What does Inukpasarjuk’s encounter with the group of hunters say about her person-
ality?  
(She may be kind, inquisitive, or curious.)

•	 Why do you think the Kayarissat are able to hunt beyond the usual hunting grounds 
of Inuit?  
(Their large size, kayaks, and paddles may allow them to travel farther than Inuit.)

•	 How did Inuipassaksaq use his enormous size and strength to seek revenge on the 
Tuniit that killed his son?  
(He created a large wave that flooded 
coastal areas.)

•	 What is the difference between 
the male and female Anurir-
juaq?  
(The male Anurirjuaq are 
cruel and malevolent 
beings who cause vicious 
winds. The female Anurir-
juaq are kind and compas-
sionate beings who bring 
summer to the Arctic.) 
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The End of the Giants
•	 The author suggests that the remaining giants are in hiding. Why do you think such 

strong, powerful beings would hide themselves?  
(They may want seclusion and privacy. They may also live in fear, as many of the great 
giants have died and few remain.)

•	 What do some storytellers suggest has happened to the giants?  
(They have been sleeping for centuries and are not hidden by vegetation.) 

Extension Activities
•	 Tell students that, as a class, they will discuss the problems Inukpasuksuk and Irni-

kuluk experienced in “The Giant Who Adopted a Human” on pages 115–133 of Arctic 
Giants. Remind students that in this story, Inukpasuksuk and Irnikuluk faced many 
hardships. Together with students, create a list of all the problems faced by Inukpa-
suksuk and Irnikuluk. Possible responses include:
	o Inukpasuksuk and Irnikuluk are very hungry.
	o Inuarulligasuksuk would not share his char with Inukpasuksuk and Irnikuluk.
	o Inuarulligasuksuk and Inukpasuksuk get into a physical altercation.
	o Nuvija tries to kill Inukpasuksuk.
	o Inukpasuksuk and Irnikuluk encounter Narssuk and aren’t sure what to do. 

 Tell students that they will need to select one problem from the list to discuss 
further. Have students vote on which problem they would like to focus on for the 
remainder of the activity. After students have decided, ask the following discussion 
questions:
	o How do Inukpasuksuk and Irnikuluk try to solve the problem?
	o What is the outcome of this solution?
	o Are there any other ways that Inukpasuksuk and Irnikuluk could have solved their 

problem? If so, what are they?
	o If Inukpasuksuk and Irnikuluk had chosen a different solution to their problem, 

how might the story be different? 

 Tell students that they will write an alternate ending to “The Giant Who Adopted 
a Human.” Explain to students that they will consider the alternate solutions to 
Inukpasuksuk and Irnikuluk’s problem that they discussed as a class. Students will 
use one of these alternate solutions to guide the writing for their alternate ending. 
Students will consider how the story would have ended if Inukpasuksuk and Irniku-
luk had handled their problem differently. For example, if Irnikuluk hadn’t insulted 
Inuarulligasuksuk after the latter refused to share his char, how might the story 
have ended? Provide time for students to begin writing their alternate ending.
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•	 Read students the following quotation from “The Giant Who Adopted a Human” in 
Arctic Giants: 

 “When the two giants came together, their impact caused the world to briefly trem-
ble. When their huge fists struck, it echoed like thunder. Irnikuluk covered his ears 
and quaked in his hiding place. The large boulders Irnikuluk hid amongst began to 
vibrate as if the world was shaking apart” (page 122).  

 Explain to students that this is an example of descriptive writing, where the author 
uses details to paint a picture with their words. Tell students that this passage uses 
words that help the reader use their senses to experience what is happening in the 
story. Ask students to share which of the five senses (sight, smell, taste, sound, 
and/or touch) are present in the quotation. Possible responses include: 

 
“When the two giants came together, their impact caused the world to briefly 
tremble [touch]. When their huge fists struck [touch], it echoed like thunder [sound]. 
Irnikuluk covered his ears and quaked in his hiding place [sight]. The large boulders 
Irnikuluk hid amongst began to vibrate as if the world was shaking apart [touch]” 
(page 122).

94 95

ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᐸᓱᒡᔪᐃᑦ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ

 ᐊᓱᐃᓛᒡᓕ ᐃᑯᒪᓪᓗᓂ ᓯᑯ ᖁᓕᑦᑎᐊᖓᒎᖅᖢᓂ 
ᐃᖏᕐᕋᒐᒥ ᑐᕌᓕᖅᖢᓂ ᒧᒥᕐᕕᖕᒧᑦ. ᓯᒡᔭᖅ 
ᐃᑯᒪᕐᔪᐊᕌᓘᓕᖅᖢᓂ. ᐊᖑᑎᓄᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᓇᖅ 
ᐃᓯᖅᑎᑕᐅᑲᐅᖅᑐᖅᖢᓂ ᑕᕝᕗᖓ ᒧᒥᕐᕕᖕᒧᑦ. ᒫᓐᓇᓕ 
ᓄᑕᖅᑲᑎᑑᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᔨᙱᖔᖅᖢᑎᒃ, ᐊᓂᑲᐅᖅᑐᕐᕕᒃ ᐹ 
ᒧᒥᕐᕕᐅ ᖁᓛᓃᒻᒪᑦ ᐊᑖᓄᑦ ᓇᖏᖅᓯᓪᓗᑎᒃ. ᐊᑐᓂ ᐊᖑᑏᑦ 
ᓱᒋᐅᑎᖃᕋᒥᒃ ᐱᒋᐊᓕᒑᓕᖅᖢᑎᒃ. 
 ᓄᖅᑲᖓᑦᑎᐊᖅᖢᑎᒃ, ᐊᖑᑏᑦ ᐅᑕᖅᑮᓐᓇᖅᖢᑎᒃ. 
ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒡᓗ ᑎᓴᒪᐃᑦ ᓂᙵᖕᓂᐊᓗᖕᒥᖕᓂᒃ ᐃᓗᒥᐅᑕᖃᐃᓐᓇᕋᒥᒃ 
ᐅᑕᖅᑮᓐᓇᖅᖢᑎᒡᓗ ᐅᐱᕐᖔᓕᒫᖅ, ᐊᐅᔭᓕᒫᖅ ᐅᑭᐊᒃᓵᓕᒫᕐᓗ. 
ᐅᑕᖅᑭᔭᐅᖕᒋᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ ᑎᑭᑦᑕᑕᐃᓐᓇᖅᐳ. ᓂᕆᐅᖏᓐᓇᕋᒥᒃ 
ᐊᓱᐃᓪᓛᒃ  ᑐᓴᓯᖦᖤᖅᐳᑦ ᓂᐱᖅᑯᖅᑐᐊᓗᒃᖢᓂ ᒪᓃᓚᖅ 
ᓄᑎᒃᐸᓚᑦᑎᔪᐊᓗᒃ. ᑭᓲᒐᓗᐊᑭᐊᖅ ᐊᔭᐅᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ 
ᕿᑦᑐᑳᖕᓂᒃᑯᓪᓗ ᐳᐃᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᖅ ᑕᐅᓇᙵᑦ ᓯᑰᑉ 
ᐊᑖᓂᙶᖅᖢᓂ. ᐊᒻᒪᑦᑕᐅᕐᖏᓛᒃ ᑐᓵᓕᕆᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐅᖁᒪᐃᕝᕙᓕᑦᑎᔪᒥᒃ ᐱᓱᕝᕙᓕᑦᑎᔪᒥᒃ ᒧᒥᕐᕕᖕᒨᕙᓚᑦᑎᔪᖅ. 
ᐊᖑᑏᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᐊᑐᓂ ᖁᖓᓕᑕᐃᓐᓇᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
 ᐃᒪᓐᓇᑲᓪᓚᒃ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᓕᒫᖅ ᓄᖅᑲᑦᑎᐊᖅᖢᓂ. 
ᐊᖑᑏᓪᓗ ᓲᕐᓗᓕ ᐊᓂᖅᓵᖅᑐᙱᑦᑎᐊᓕᖅᑐᑦ. 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓚᐅᑲᖕᓂᖓᓂ ᒧᒥᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᐊᓄᕌᕐᕕᐅᓂᖓ 
ᑐᓴᖅᓴᐅᔪᑐᐊᖑᓕᖅᖢᓂ. ᐊᓱᐃᓛᒡᓕ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᒐᒥ, 
ᐊᖏᐊᓗᒃᖢᓂ ᐊᒡᒑᓗᒃ ᑲᑉᐳᑎᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᓗᒻᒧᑦ ᑕᑉᐹᖓᑦ 

ᖁᖕᓂᕐᔪᐊᖅ
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 Tell students that they are going to practise descriptive writing by creating their 
own original descriptive passage. Explain to students that they can write their de-
scriptive passage about any giant included in Arctic Giants. Tell students that they 
should incorporate at least three of the five senses in their descriptive passage. It 
may be helpful to complete one example together as a shared writing activity before 
students begin to work independently. When students have completed their de-
scriptive passages, you may ask students to present them orally to the class. 

•	 Tell students that they will be creating a character sketch based on one of the giants 
described in Arctic Giants. Write the following list on a piece of chart paper and ex-
plain to students that a character sketch often includes:
	o Information about age, name, and/or gender
	o A description of the character’s appearance
	o Physical and/or personal strengths and weaknesses
	o Likes and dislikes
	o Values, beliefs, and/or attitudes

 
 Tell students that they will write their character sketch about a giant of their choice 

from Arctic Giants. Students will use the criteria outlined above to write their char-
acter sketch. Explain to students that while they may not be able to find specific 
information for their chosen giant, they should use the information that they have 
learned about Arctic giants to inform their character sketch. For example, students 
may not be able to find the exact age for a giant. Encourage students to use ev-
idence from the text, such as this quotation from page 132: “He now aged very 
gradually, as giants do.” When students have completed their character sketches, 
ask for volunteers to share their character sketch with the class. You may also have 
students present their character sketches in small groups.

•	 Tell students that they will be writing a paragraph comparing and contrasting two gi-
ants from Arctic Giants. Explain to students that the completed paragraph should dis-
cuss the similarities and differences between the two giants they choose to compare 
and contrast. Tell students that when they’re writing their comparative paragraph, 
they should use the following steps:
	o Begin by engaging the reader with one or two sentences that introduce the topic 

of the paragraph.
	o Compare the two giants by explaining the things that are similar about them. 

Support your claims with evidence from Arctic Giants.
	o Contrast the two giants by explaining the things that are different about them. 

Support your claims with evidence from Arctic Giants.
	o End with a conclusion that summarizes your most important points. 

•	 Tell students that they will pretend to be researchers who have been hired to inves-
tigate the giants known to inhabit the Arctic landscape. Explain to students that to 
effectively conduct their research, they must come up with questions to guide their 
research. Organize students into pairs. Explain to students that they will work with 
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their partner to co-create research questions. Tell students that their research should 
aim to answer the five Ws: who, what, when, where, and why. For example, when re-
searching the giant Nahaingajaaq (page 63), research questions might be, “Why does 
Nahaingajaaq carry an adze?” or “What is Nahaingajaaq’s adze made of?” Encourage 
students to ask open-ended questions that cannot simply be answered with “yes” or 
“no.” Before students begin to work with their partner, it may be helpful to create a 
few questions as a class. You may also ask students to predict the answers to their 
completed research questions using information from Arctic Giants. 


