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Tales from the Tundra:  
A Collection of Inuit Stories 
 
About the Book
A book of fables like no other! Learn why the raven is black or how a little boy was transformed 
into a bird. Find out why a walrus used to have antlers and how an earth spirit pulled the first 
caribou from the ground. These fascinating stories will capture the imagination of young readers 
and introduce them to the rich mythology of Canadian Inuit. Anthony Brennan's illustrations are 
like nothing you've seen in children's books. Edgy, vivid, and dynamic to the extreme, the images 
enrich the reading experience.

About the Author
Ibi Kaslik is an internationally published novelist and freelance writer. Her novel The Angel 
Riots was nominated for Ontario’s Trillium Award (2009). Her first novel, Skinny, was a New 
York Times bestseller. Ibi teaches creative writing at the University of Toronto’s School of 
Continuing Studies.

About the Illustrator
Anthony Brennan is a Sheridan College–educated illustrator and web designer who lives near 
Toronto, Ontario. He has produced several books, including Tales from the Tundra by Ibi Kaslik. 

Note to Educators
This educator’s resource is written for Kindergarten to Grade 3 classrooms. The suggested 
discussion questions and activities can be adapted for each class according to the experiences of 
students.

Educators can use this book to teach about topics such as:
•	 Traditional Inuit stories
•	 Arctic animals
•	 The importance of oral storytelling
•	 A table of contents/multiple stories in one book
•	 Regions of Nunavut 

Pre-Reading Discussion Questions
•	 Do you know of any Inuit stories? Which ones?
•	 What images do you see in the cover illustration?
•	 Look at the table of contents. What does this page show  

the reader? 
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•	 Based on the titles of the five stories in this book, which one do you think you’ll be 
the most interested in?

•	 Look at the map of the regions of Nunavut. Why do you think the author has included 
this in the book? What purpose could it serve? 

During and Post-Reading Discussion Questions
The following questions and discussion points can be used during and after reading Tales 
from the Tundra: A Collection of Inuit Stories. Provide students with the chance to voice their 
own opinions, share their experiences, ask questions, or point out anything else they may 
notice about the book.

•	 Page 6: The book includes an explanation of where the story comes from and a quick 
summary of the story. Why might readers like to have this information before they 
start reading a story?

•	 Page 12: Why is the siksik telling the owl to dance and celebrate?
•	 Page 13: Why do you think the owl listened to the siksik? How do you think he felt 

after the siksik went back into his hole?
•	 Page 15: What do you notice about the caribou and the walrus in this illustration?
•	 Page 18: What do you think is going to happen to change the animals to the way they 

are now?
•	 Page 20: What do you think of the woman’s reaction?
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•	 Page 21: Which of the two stories that we’ve read so far do you like more? Why?
•	 Page 25: Where do you think the caribou came from? How did the stranger find a 

caribou if no one else in the village had ever seen one before?
•	 Page 28: Do you think they will be able to stop the caribou from coming out of the 

ground?
•	 Page 29: What do you think happened to the stranger?
•	 Page 35: How does it seem that this is going to end?
•	 Page 43: Do you think the boy will transform back into himself again, or will he be 

stuck as a snow bunting forever?
•	 Page 44: Do you think the boy meant to leave forever, or did he get lost in the snow?
•	 What similarities did the stories have? What differences did they have?
•	 Retell each of the stories in your own words, using only the main points of the plot.
•	 Which illustrations stood out to you the most? 
•	 Do you think these stories are fiction or non-fiction?
•	 Why do you think the author wrote this book? 
•	 Why is storytelling so important? 

Extension Activities
The following activities can be used to help strengthen students’ understanding of the 
stories. Adapt these suggestions to the ability level of your students as necessary.

Writing Prompts
•	 Compare and contrast the second and third stories. What aspects are similar? What 

differences are there between the two?
•	 Animals are a main theme in many traditional Inuit stories. Write about your favour-

ite animal. 

 
Talking Circle
Sit in a circle on the floor or in chairs, and pass around a talking piece so each person has 
a turn to contribute. Allow students the right to pass if they do not wish to share. Here are 
some suggestions to guide the discussion:

•	 Which of the five stories did you like the best?
•	 If you could meet any character from this book and ask them some questions, who 

would you choose and why?
•	 In one word, say how this book made you feel. 

Reading/Writing
Read other versions of these stories or listen to someone tell the same story. Make a T-chart 
with all the similarities and differences between the two versions.
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Onomatopoeias  
In “The Raven and the Loon,” the needle sewing makes the sounds tik and tak. The 
author uses words to describe the sound of the needle. Onomatopoeias are words that 
make the same sound they are describing. Search through other books to see how many 
onomatopoeias you can find, such as boom, buzz, or roar. 

Research
•	 Make a list of all the Arctic animals that are mentioned throughout this book.
•	 Choose one of the animals that you would like to learn more about.
•	 Make a list of five questions you have about the animal, such as its habitat, what it 

eats, or its lifespan.
•	 Using books, encyclopedias, the Internet, or any other research method, find answers 

to your questions.
•	 Present your findings to the class. You could choose to do this as an oral presenta-

tion, a poster, or a PowerPoint presentation. 

Art 
Paint a mural featuring all the Arctic animals included in these stories. Use details from the 
stories to give the animals personalities (for example, Raven being very excited and moving a 
lot, or the siksik laughing and being wise enough to trick an owl).
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